
 

 
 

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum’s 2009-10 Landscape Visions Lectures Explore  
“The Landscape of Eternity”  

Saturday afternoon series presents renowned guest speakers on the rich landscape tradition that has evolved as a 
response to our ephemeral existence, from Boston-area rural cemeteries to Japanese paradise gardens, modern 

memorials, and more 

 

 
  

 Saturdays, October  24, November 21, January 23, February 13, and March 20, 1:30 PM | Ticketed Events 

“ What does it mean to remember? It is to live in more than one world, to prevent the past from fading, and to call upon 
the future to illuminate it. It is to revive fragments of existence, to rescue lost beings, to cast harsh light on faces and 

events, to drive back the sands that cover the surface of things, to combat oblivion and to reject death.”   
– Elie Wiesel, 1955 

 

BOSTON, OCTOBER 20, 2009 (updated 12/2/09) – The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum’s popular Landscape Visions 
lecture series embarks on its fourth season on October 24, 2009, when author and garden designer Marc Peter Keane 
presents the first of five Saturday afternoon lectures centering around the theme of The Landscape of Eternity. While past 
seasons have taken us to such exotic destinations as the Mughal Empire and Renaissance Italy, this year’s lectures focus 
on landscapes of memory and memorialization across time and in different cultures. 
 
For centuries, humans have sought to cope with the idea of death through the use of earthly representations. Through 
burial traditions and locations, physical memorialization of individuals and groups, and the creation of images and 
descriptions of the afterlife firmly rooted in a terrestrial prototype, our ideas of memory and eternity have long been 
expressed through landscape. This season’s five speakers – each an expert in his or her field – will explore examples of 
these landscapes of memory and offer unusual insights into the ways in which landscape informs our cultural ideas about 
death, remembrance, and eternity. 

 



On October  24th, author and garden designer Marc Peter  Keane discusses the gardens modeled on the description of 
Amida Buddha’s Western Paradise that became popular in Japan during the Heian period (794-1185). Keane, who lived 
and designed gardens in Kyoto for 18 years and has written and translated works on Japanese garden design, will offer 
his unique insights into the design and significance of these paradise gardens. 
 
Then, on November  21st, landscape architect, urban designer, and photographer Alan L . Ward brings the concept even 
closer to home when he presents an illustrated look at America’s cemetery landscapes, including Boston’s two iconic 
garden cemeteries, Mount Auburn and Forest Hills. Ward’s unique black and white images, depicting space and light in 
the landscape through a blend of old and new technologies, serve as catalysts for a discussion of the American Rural 
Cemetery movement, its implications for public landscape design in America, and why the ideas and concepts of the 
movement continue to resonate today with the modern sensibilities it helped shape. 
 
The Gardner’s Landscape Visions lectures continue in the spring with three lectures on January 23rd, February 13th, 
and March 20th featuring notable speakers Bettina Bergmann, Professor of Art at Mount Holyoke College and a 
Visiting Professor of Classical Archaeology at Harvard University; Mark Harr is, former Los Angeles Times 
environmental columnist and author; and Patr ick Chassé, landscape architect and historian, and former Curator of 
Landscape at the Gardner Museum. In January, Bergmann will discuss ancient Roman cemetery traditions and 
landscapes and their relationship to current traditions and ideas of memorialization. In February, Harris offers a look at 
green cemeteries, tracing the history of natural burial from its roots in the rural cemetery movement to current strategies 
for land preservation. Chassé’s program in March ends the season on a contemporary note, focusing on public memorials 
of our time, including Maya Lin’s 1981 Vietnam Memorial and her current Final Memorial, as well as other modern 
memorials from across the world. 
 
Lecture attendees are invited to come early or stay after the lecture to enjoy the museum’s three floors of galleries, 
including the special exhibition gallery, and take in the beauty of the ever-changing interior courtyard. The Gardner Café 
is open for lunch on Saturdays from 11am to 4pm; visitors may make reservations for the 11am seating by calling 617 
566 1088. 
 
PROGRAM DETAILS: 
 
Saturday, October  24, 1:30PM 
Heaven on Ear th: The Paradise Gardens of Heian-per iod Japan 
with Marc Peter Keane, author and garden designer 
 
Saturday, November 21, 1:30PM 
Amer ican Cemetery Landscapes: Through the Lens  
with Alan L. Ward, landscape architect and principal, Sasaki Associates 
 
Saturday, January 23, 1:30PM 
“ A Pleasant Place in Hades” : Roman Tomb Gardens 
with Bettina Bergmann, Helene Phillips Herzig ’49 Professor of Art, Mt. Holyoke College 
 
Saturday, February 13, 1:30PM 
Eternally Green: Natural Bur ial and New Cemetery Landscapes  
with Mark Harris, former Los Angeles Times environmental columnist and author of Grave Matters: A Journey Through 
the Modern Funeral Industry to a Natural Way of Burial 
 
Saturday, March 20, 1:30PM 
The Monumental Landscape: New Ways of Remember ing 
with Patrick Chassé, landscape architect and historian and former Curator of Landscape, Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum 
 
TICKETS 
$15 General Public; $12 Seniors; $5 Members; FREE for College Students.  Lecture tickets include admission to the 
museum’s three floors of galleries, including the special exhibition gallery. 
 
Tickets may be purchased by phone through the museum’s box office at 617 278 5156 (open Tues.-Sun., 10am-4pm), 
online via www.gardnermuseum.org, or in person at the museum’s entrance at 280 The Fenway (Tues.-Sun., 11am-4pm).  
 
 



ABOUT THE LANDSCAPE VISIONS LECTURE SERIES 
Rooted in the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum’s rich landscape tradition, the museum’s Landscape Visions lectures 
focus on a common theme each season, offering challenging, engaging discussions by noted speakers from various 
branches of the landscape arts. This season, five programs explore The Landscape of Eternity, centering on themes of 
memory and memorialization.  
 
LANDSCAPE AT THE GARDNER 
The art of landscape has always been central to the Gardner Museum. Reflecting Isabella Stewart Gardner’s passion for 
horticulture and design, the museum’s interior courtyard is itself a work of art, combining plants, sculpture, and 
architectural elements into a sun-filled oasis at the heart of the museum experience.   
 
A lifelong plant enthusiast, Isabella Stewart Gardner was recognized for the gardens at her summer home in Brookline, 
Massachusetts, and for the stunning displays she created in the museum’s courtyard after its opening in 1903. Today, her 
legacy continues under the direction of Curator of Landscape Patrick Chassé. The lush central courtyard is regularly 
transformed with new plants and colors in nine dramatic seasonal displays that showcase the museum’s collection of 
beautiful and unusual plants, including the beloved Hanging Nasturtiums display each April. Educational offerings 
including Landscape Visions lectures, Ask the Gardener hours and special landscape tours for garden clubs provide 
further opportunities to explore the changing courtyard displays and the story of landscape at the Gardner. 

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM • 280 The Fenway  Boston MA 02115  617 566 1401 www.gardnermuseum.org • 
Tue.-Sun., 11 am-5 pm •  $12 adults; $10 seniors; $5 students; $2 discount w/ same day Museums of Fine Arts admission; 
FREE for members, children under 18, all named Isabella, and everyone on their birthday •  Modeled after a 15th-century 
Venetian palazzo with an interior courtyard garden, the Gardner Museum houses a collection of fine art spanning 30 centuries 
and featuring Titian, Rembrandt, Botticelli, and Sargent, as well as changing contemporary and historic exhibitions, classical 
concerts, lectures, and special events. 
 
The Landscape Visions Lecture Series is made possible by a bequest from Jeanne Muller Ryan.  
Image: Halcyon Lake in spring, Mt. Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Photo by Alan Ward 
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MEDIA CONTACTS:  
Br ittany Duncan Publicist p 617 278 5106 bduncan@isgm.org • Kather ine Armstrong PR Director p 617 278 5107 karmstrong@isgm.org 
 
 
 
 


